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PART VIII – CONCLUSION 

1089. Repeatedly in history, states have ignored crimes of sexual and gender violence 
committed against women in armed conflict violence. This failure is particularly 
reprehensible where justice is provided for other offenses. The failure of the of Allies to 
prosecute Japan’s military sexual slavery system denied the victimised women equal 
access to the law and perpetuated the view that their suffering did not merit equal 
disapprobation or that they were willing participants. This exclusion from justice in the 
immediate aftermath of the war played an unpardonable role in silencing and shaming the 
survivors and impeding their healing. 

1090. It is our hope that the moral force of this Women’s International Tribunal and this 
Judgement will engage states as well as peoples of the world to bring Japan to recognise 
its responsibility to repair these atrocities, to right these wrongs, and to enable future 
generations to go forward on the basis of respect for women’s equality and dignity.  

1091. The courage of the survivors, their yearning for justice, and their solidarity has inspired a 
worldwide movement for women’s human rights and against gender violence to ensure 
that such crimes never again be overlooked nor allowed to occur.  That crimes against 
women have begun to be prosecuted in the recently established international criminal 
tribunals and have been codified in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 
is one of the fruits of their efforts and has laid the foundation for ending impunity for 
violence against women.   

1092. This Tribunal makes clear that if states fail to fulfil their duty to investigate, prosecute, 
condemn and punish the perpetrators of crimes against women and to provide the full 
range of reparations to victims in timely fashion, then the women and peoples of the 
world will step into the chasm and call both the wrongdoers and the world to account.  
Survivors, their families and loved ones, activists, researchers, lawyers, translators and 
scholars from many countries, including, importantly, Japan the victimiser country, have 
united to make this Tribunal possible.  In doing so, they have shaped a new and powerful 
mechanism of justice. 

1093. The crimes committed against these survivors remain one of the greatest unacknowledged 
and unremedied injustices of the Second World War.  There are no museums, no graves 
for the unknown “comfort woman,” no education of future generations, and there have 
been no judgement days, for the victims of Japan’s military sexual slavery and the 
rampant sexual violence and brutality that characterised its aggressive war.  

1094. Accordingly, through this Judgement, this Tribunal intends to honour all the women 
victimized by Japan’s military sexual slavery system.  The Judges recognise the great 
fortitude and dignity of the survivors who have toiled to survive and reconstruct their 
shattered lives and who have faced down fear and shame to tell their stories to the world 
and testify before us.  Many of the women who have come forward to fight for justice 
have died unsung heroes.  While the names inscribed in history’s page have been, at best, 
those of the men who  commit the crimes or who prosecute them, rather than the women 
who suffer them, this Judgement bears the names of the survivors who took the stand to  
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tell their stories, and thereby, for four days at least, put wrong on the scaffold and truth on 
the throne.832 

 

                                                 

832  Compare the quotation of James Russel Lowell, “Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong forever on the throne.” 


